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self-respect intact. They have proved that their faith was
equal to any suffering. That they have not proved sufficient
for melting Herr Hitler's heart merely shows that it is made
of harder material than stone. But the hardest metal yields
to sufficient heat. Even so must the hardest heart melt
before sufficiency of the heat of non-violence. And there
is no limit to the capacity of non-violence to generate heat.
Every action is a resultant of a multitude offerees even
of a contrary nature. There is no waste of energy. So we
learn in the books on mechanics. This is equally true of
human actions. The difference is that in the one case we
generally know the forces at work, and when we do, we
can mathematically foretell the resultant. In the case of
human actions, they result from a concurrence of forces,
of most of which we have no knowledge. But our ignorance
must not benmade to serve the cause of disbelief in the
power of these forces. Rather is our ignorance a cause for
greater faith. And non-violence being the mightiest force
in the world and also the most elusive in its working, is:
demands the greatest exercise of faith. Even as we believe
in God in faith, so have we to believe in non-violence in
faith.
Herr Hitler is but one man enjoying no more than the
average span of life. He would be a spent force, if he had
not the backing of his people. I do not despair of his respond-
ing to human suffering even though caused by him. Bui I
must refuse to believe that the Germans as a nation have
no heart or markedly less than the other nations of the earth.
They will some day or other rebel against their own adored
hero, if he does not wake up betimes. And when he or they
do, we shall find that the sufferings of the Pastor and his
fellow-workers had not a little to do with the awakening.
An armed conflict may .bring disaster to German
arms; it. cannot .change the German heart even as the last
defeat did not. It produced a Hitler vowed to vrreak ven-
geance on the victors. And what a vengeance it is! My
answer, therefore, must be the answer that Stephenson
gave to his fellow-workers who had despaired of ever
filling the deep pit that made the first railway possible.
He asked his co-workers of little faith to have more faith

